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ABSTRACT

Under the leadership of its Executive Council, ABAI has been crossing geographical
borders for the last four decades, disseminating behavior analysis around the world
through grants and awards, support of chapters on five continents, and conferences that
welcome participation from behavior analysts across the globe. The consistent and
unique epistemology of behavior analysis means that geographical borders need not be
impediments to the advancement of our field. Paradoxically, however, the domains
within behavior analysis (basic research, applied research, service delivery, and theory
and philosophy) have created borders that have not been easy to cross or navigate,
although many authors have pointed out that such navigation is critical. The ABAI
Program Committee has been suggesting to presenters who primarily do basic research
to discuss the applied implications of their work, and vice versa. Nevertheless, many
behavior analysts still see our field as fragmented. What are the contingencies that make
interaction among the different domains of behavior analysis so difficult? What are the
contingencies that control the wrong assumption that some domains are more important
than others? These contingencies will be analyzed, and recent data and data from the
literature will be presented.
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